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A4

2

Abbey Rance (ARN) 

M/T/Th

Devi Seemairaj 

(DSM) W/F

F42 Edward Paxton (EPA) H42 Aurelie Lethuilier 

(LTH)

W42 Rachel Panikker 

(RPN)

A4

3

Rebecca Smith 

(RAS)

F43 Lee Perry (LPR) H43 Elizabeth Taylor 

(ETA)

W43 Vicky Rukin-Hayes 

(VRK) T/Th/F

Jo Maybey (JMY) 

M/W

A4

4

Abigail Owen (AWN)

Devi Seemairaj 

(DSM) Th

F44 Chloe Walker (CWA) H44 Charlie Sweetman 

(CSW)

W44 Elena Riley (ERI) M-

Th

Mira Angus(MNG) F



Session Aims

• Understand our expectations for Year 10 and Key Stage 4, and the support available to help 
students achieve their best possible GCSE outcomes.

• Gain an overview of the key milestones and assessment points throughout Year 10, including 
how and when progress will be reported.

• Develop a clearer understanding of GCSE terminology, including grades, grade boundaries, 
assessment data and qualification pathways.

• Learn about post-16 options and careers pathways, and understand why it is important to 
begin exploring these opportunities now.

• Recognise the vital role parents and carers play in supporting academic success, attendance, 
wellbeing and aspirations.

• Feel confident about how Hillview School for Girls and families can work together to help 
every student realise their full potential.



Supporting Yr10 to achieve success

• Supporting Year 10 students to maximise GCSE success through high aspirations, 
resilience and academic ambition

• Pure Potential to raise aspirations and develop confidence in future pathways

• Empowering students to recognise their strengths and overcome barriers to achievement

• Building self-belief, motivation and effective study habits for GCSE success

• Encouraging students to take ownership of their learning and future goals

• Working collaboratively with families to create a strong support network

• Helping every student realise their full potential and make informed choices for post-16 
education



'Evidence shows that parental support is eight times more important in 
determining a child’s academic success than other factors.' 
*Department for Education campaign on parental involvement

• Encourage regular attendance and punctuality

• Create a quiet, distraction-free space for studying

• Support a consistent revision timetable

• Show interest in what they are learning and discuss their progress

• Maintain high expectations while celebrating effort and improvement

• Encourage reading and independent learning at home

• Monitor homework, coursework deadlines and exam dates

• Promote healthy routines, including sleep, nutrition and wellbeing

• Communicate with teachers and attend parents' evenings

• Help students set realistic goals and future aspirations

•  Build confidence and resilience when challenges arise

• Encourage participation in intervention sessions and revision opportunities
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Getting the basics right

In school, on time, everyday

High quality work, inside and out of school

Managing and organising workload

Equipped to learn

Punctual and positive mindset





GCSE Subject Exam Boards

Subject Exam Board

Ancient History OCR

Biology AQA

Business Studies Pearson Edexcel

Chemistry AQA

Childcare NCFE

Combined Science AQA

Computer Science OCR

Dance AQA

Drama Pearson Edexcel

English Language Pearson Edexcel

English Literature Pearson Edexcel

Fine Art AQA

Food Preparation & Nutrition AQA

French Pearson Edexcel

Geography AQA

Graphic Communication AQA

Health & Social Care Pearson Edexcel

Mathematics Pearson Edexcel

Media Studies Eduqas

Music OCR

Physical Education Pearson Edexcel

Physics AQA

Religious Studies Eduqas

Spanish Pearson Edexcel

Textile Design AQA

Travel and Tourism Pearson Edexcel

Exam Boards 



Grades Comparison



GCSE journey Normal feelings

Feeling Anxious 

Feeling Doubtful 

Feeling Dread 

Feeling Stressed 

Feeling Pressure 

Feeling Unmotivated 



How to support your child

Some ideas

Foster a calm 
and positive 
environment 

Encourage 
healthy eating 
and exercise 

Monitor sleep 
(intervene if 
necessary!)

Provide a zone 
for homework 
and revision

Encourage a 
healthy 
balance 

Support them 
and hold them 

to account

Put the revision 
timetable 

where you can 
both see it

Remember 

• At times, they may be scared and 

stressed

• They may take their stress out on you 

because they trust you

• They may avoid revising for fear of 

failure

• Be kind, including yourself, we all get 

stressed

• It won’t go on forever – it will be over 

sooner than you think!





Revision Timetable

Things to remember

Include any 
commitments 
they already 

have and keep 
them going!

Burnout can 
occur, breaks are 

important

Pretty timetable, 
make sure it’s 

followed!

We can help in 
school, please 

contact if this is a 
barrier



Timetable Example 

TIME Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday TIME Saturday Sunday

8.30am –
4.30pm

School School School School School
9.00am – 
10.00am

Breakfast/ 
Shower

Breakfast/ 
Shower

4.30pm – 
5.30pm

Homework Free time Homework Homework Free time
10.00am – 
11.00am

Revision Revision

5.30pm – 
6.00pm

Dinner Dinner Dinner Dinner Dinner
11.00am – 

1.00pm 
Free time/ 

Lunch 
Free time/ 

Lunch 

6.00pm – 
7.00pm

Revision Revision Revision Revision Revision 
1.00pm – 
3.00pm

Revision Socialising 

7.00pm – 
8.00pm

Revision Revision Free time
Revision/ 

Past papers
Free time 

3.00pm – 
5.00pm 

Socialising Revision

8.00pm 
onwards

Down time/ 
Relaxation 

Down time/ 
Relaxation 

Down time/ 
Relaxation 

Down time/ 
Relaxation 

Down time/ 
Relaxation 

6.00pm 
onwards

Dinner/ 
Downtime

Dinner/ 
Downtime



Revision strategies

Sitting with distractions and a textbook does not 

work

TRY:

• Post it walls/doors around the home

• Flashcards

• Explain a topic over dinner/food

• Mindmaps 

• Past papers

• Revision/topic videos

• Test, test, test! 



Revision Top 10





Useful Revision 
Aids/Tools



Preparing for the exams: “How do you revise for English?!”

• GCSE Pod (teacher assignments and independent revision) and Seneca Learning.

• Educake quizzes - you can set yourself extras for Language and Literature.

• BBC Bitesize.

• MASSOLIT lectures (school subscribes to this – use Sharepoint tile)

• Revision guides – especially SNAP revision, CGP cards or York Notes for 
Literature; Pearson-published revision guides and workbooks for Language.

• Go over and improve classwork and homework, referring to feedback and PLCs.

• Watch a range of film/TV adaptations of the Literature texts

• Read, read, read!  For non-fiction texts: 1. identify information; 2. comment on 
language and structure; 3. compare it to another text and 4. evaluate the effect.

• PPEs – revise, USE the feedback and treat it methodically – every mark counts!

• Talk to your teacher if you need help – arrange a good time as soon as possible; 

Look out revision resources aimed at Edexcel GCSEs (or it may say 

‘Pearson Edexcel’) … all our students sit the same English 

Language and English Literature courses with this exam board.



Maths



Core Subjects Brief overview



English 

Language –

Paper 1 - Reading 

fiction, Imaginative 

writing

Paper 2 - Reading 

non-fiction, 

Transactional writing

English 

Literature –

Paper 1 – 'Macbeth' and 

'An Inspector Calls'

Paper 2 - A Christmas 

Carol and Relationships 

Poetry (Anthology plus 

unseen)

Skills assessed:

✓ Understanding and selecting relevant points from texts.

✓ Commenting on writers’ use of language and structure, using terminology.

✓ Evaluate the effect of writers’ techniques.

✓ Commenting on the significance of context where relevant (Macbeth, An Inspector Calls, 

Anthology poetry).

✓ Writing effectively and appropriately.

✓ Writing accurately.



Black pens

Pencil

Scientific Calculator 

(Casio FX-83GT as the recommended minimum requirement)

Ruler

Protractor

Compass

Rubber

Maths

Higher Tier 
Grade 4-9

Foundation Tier 
Grade 1-5



“The important thing is to never stop questioning [or learning].” – Albert Einstein

AQA exam board www.aqa.org.uk
Foundation tier pupils can be awarded grades 1-5, and higher tier pupils can be 
awarded grades 4-9. 
The higher tier is designed for those students working consistently at grade 6 and 
above.

http://www.aqa.org.uk/


PLCs (Personalised Learning Checklist)

Independent learning Revision – in school and 
at home

Workshops and revision 
sessions during lunch 
time and after school

Targeted support and 
intervention



Does your child speak 
another language at home?

• Can they read, write a speak 
an additional language?

• Please scan the QR code and 
give us more information, we 
may be able to enter your 
child for an additional GCSE in 
their native language



NEA's / 
Practical 
Assessment / 
Coursework



Importance of 
NEA's

• Non-Exam Assessments (NEAs) are a vital part of many GCSE and 
vocational qualifications and should be taken seriously from the outset.

• NEAs contribute directly to the final grade, meaning marks gained now 
cannot be recovered in the final exam.

• Every mark counts and can make the difference between grade 
boundaries.

• Strong NEA performance reduces pressure during the exam season.

• NEAs develop key skills such as research, analysis, organisation, 
independent learning and time management.

• Deadlines are fixed, and missed work can significantly impact final 
outcomes.

• NEAs provide an opportunity for students to demonstrate their abilities 
over a longer period rather than in a single exam.

• High-quality coursework can secure a substantial proportion of the 
overall qualification before examinations begin.

• Students who engage fully with their NEAs tend to develop better study 
habits and achieve stronger overall outcomes.

• Attendance is KEY! Missed NEA slots has a huge impact!!!



Component 1
Assignment:

Travel and Tourism 
organisations

30%

Component 2
Assignment:

Customer needs in 
Travel and Tourism

30%

Component 3

EXAM
Global 

influences

40%

Spring Yr 10               Autum Yr 11 Summer Yr 11

Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in 

Travel and Tourism

Coursework (PSA) starts in the Spring of Year 10

This is set task from the exam board, completed in a 

set time, under exam like conditions at school. 

Attendance to these lessons is CRITICAL.

Cranej@hillview.kent.sch.uk (Lead Teacher)

mailto:Cranej@hillview.kent.sch.uk


OCR GCSE Music

Composition and *Ensemble recordings deadline 
before February  half-term of Year 11

Intense listening & appraising revision from after 
February half-term in Year 11 

Essentials
To succeed at the GCSE in Music students 
must be active participants in making music 
on a regular basis and:

• Maintain a practice routine of at least 20 
minutes a day.

• Attend Hillview Community Choir. 
This activity helps develop their ear which is 
important for performance, composition and 
the listening and appraising components.

• Play in a Hillview ensemble if they play an 
instrument e.g., Chamber Group, Orchestra or 
participate in a band at Record Label Club

• *Students must submit their chosen 
performances pieces for approval to their class 
teacher, not their individual singing / instrument 
tutors.

• Meet deadlines. We set these in order to 
dimmish the pressure on the students as the 
course progresses.

Composition and *Solo recordings deadline before 
October  half-term of Year 11



Component 1

Assignment:

Human 

Development

30%

Component 2

Assignment:

HSC services 

& values

30%

Component 3
EXAM

Health and 

Wellbeing

40%

Spring Yr 10               Autum Yr 11 Summer Yr 11

Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in 

Health and Social Care

Coursework (PSA) starts in the Spring of Year 10

This is set task from the exam board, completed in a 

set time, under exam like conditions at school. 

Attendance to these lessons is CRITICAL.

LinesM@hillview.kent.sch.uk (Curriculum Lead)

mailto:LinesM@hillview.kent.sch.uk


NCFE CACHE Level 1/2 Technical Award in Child Development 
and Care in the Early Years

The course is 1 unit ‘Understanding child development 
and care in the early years’ , with 9 'components'. 
Delivery
• Year 10 to Dec of year 11: content delivery 

while practising coursework and exam style questions
• Jan – March Year 11: Coursework
• April onwards: Revise for Exam

NEA (Coursework) worth 50% 
• Term 3/4 of Year 11
• Completed under exam like conditions 

at school over 16 hours
• There is ONLY 1 SUBMISSION

Examined Assessment (EA) worth 50% 
• 80 marks, 1 hour 30 minutes
• a mixture of multiple-choice, short-

answer, and extended response

• Same content as NEA

How you are assessed



GCSE PE

As part of the GCSE Physical Education course, students must be assessed in 
three practical sports. 

These must include one individual sport, one team sport, and a third sport that can 
be either individual or team-based. 

All assessed activities must be selected from the approved Department for 
Education activity list. Please check with your GCSE PE teacher.

Hillview PE, all students will be assessed in trampolining, netball, shot put and 
rock climbing during the two-year course. 

Practical assessments will take place throughout Years 10 and 11. 

Students who participate in additional sports outside of school, such as 
equestrian, swimming, dance or gymnastics, may also be assessed in these 
activities through the submission of video evidence that meets the examination 
board specification. 

In addition, students must complete a written Non-Exam Assessment (NEA), which 
requires them to design and evaluate a personal fitness development 
programme based on fitness testing results. 

This coursework demands strong organisation, adherence to deadlines and careful 
following of the assessment criteria, and must be completed by Christmas of 
Year 11



NEA – GCSE Dance
Component 1 (60% of the final grade) is the 

Practical Non-Exam Assessment (NEA).

• Students will learn the set movements for 
both the solo and trio performances during 
Year 10 and will complete their formal 
assessment in Year 11.

• For the choreography element, students 
must create a dance in response to a 
stimulus published in September of Year 11. 
As a result, the choreographic process cannot 
begin until Year 11. However, students will 
develop the necessary skills and 
understanding throughout Year 10. The 
formal choreography assessment will take 
place around March of Year 11.

• Due to the practical nature of the subject, 
work cannot be completed at home. 
Therefore, regular attendance and active 
participation in lessons are essential for 
success.



Non Examination assessment in Pearson 
Edexcel GCSE Drama: 
Component 1: Devising Drama: (40% of total 
qualification)
Two assessed pieces of work:
1. A live performance developed from 

stimulus. (25% of the marks)
2. A portfolio documenting the process of 

creation of the performance and evaluation 
of the final performance. (75% of the 
marks)

Deadline for performance work to be 
completed: 31.05.2027
Deadline for Portfolio and evaluation work to 
be completed: 19.07.2027



Media Studies

The NEA comprises 30% of the final GCSE grade in Media Studies.

It is marked out of 60:

10 marks - Written statement of aims and intentions of approximately 250 
words

20 marks - Meeting of the requirements set out in the brief

30 marks: Construction and creation of meanings and connotations within 
the products

The briefs are released in March. Students need to research and create a 
DVD cover and poster for a film within a specified genre with a clear target 
audience.

Research and Planning and Production in lessons begins in the Summer term 
of Year 10

First deadline: End of Term One of Year 11 (October) - feedback given and 
students are free to make improvements in their own time

Second and final deadline - End of Term 3 of Year 11 (February)

Students awarded final marks after moderation before sample is sent to 
exam board (April/May - Year 11)



preventing malpractice in 
NEA components 
(AI misuse) 

Information for parents - 2026 /27



The requirements



What JCQ says

“Students who misuse AI to the extent that the work they submit for assessment is not their own 
will have committed malpractice in accordance with JCQ regulations and could attract severe 
sanctions”



how teachers will support 
students



You teachers will ensure that the following support is in place. Please note that not all the  steps 

below might be relevant for all components so there may be a selection of these rather

than the exhaustive list. Teachers will ensure that: 

• they are clear on the expectations for the work set and what might constitute malpractice

• they restrict access to online AI tools on school devices and networks;

• they set reasonable deadlines for submission of work and provide reminders;

• they ask students to submit drafts at intermediate stages in the production of their work in order to ensure that they are not falling behind 

the schedule and that they can submit the final assessment in a planned and timely manner 

• they allocate time for sufficient portions of work to be done in class under direct supervision so that they can authenticate each 

student’s work with confidence;

• they occasionally engage students in a short verbal discussion (academic conduct meeting) about their work to ascertain that they 

understand it and that it reflects their own independent work;

• students are clear on how to reference and how to keep a record of their AI use as they produce the work 

• students sign a declaration regarding their AI use as a reminder of allowed practices, even when they submit a draft



so, Where is the 
line?

Quote



Therein lies the crux of the matter …

… because the line is not clearly defined!  

When asked to authenticate students’ work, teachers are asked to make a 

professional judgement on whether the work is fully their own. 

Although some use of AI could be seen as acceptable, it is very difficult for a 

teacher to establish how critically engaged students have been with ANY AI 

content. As a result, any use of AI may be considered as misuse and 

therefore NOT their own work. 



Jacqueline 
Birch (KS5)

Marnie Lines 
(KS3 & 4)

Our role

Support careers across 
the school lessons, 
mentor time, PDL lessons

Explore future pathways 
after Post 16

One to one support



Work Experience 2026
Wednesday, Jan 20th to 
Friday Jan 22nd 2027





Placement 
Information needs 
to be add to your 

child's account 



Unifrog Placement completed by

Friday Dec 11th, 2026



Key information

Work experience will be on these dates: Wed, Jan 20th to 22nd, 2027

Placement must be log on Unifrog by Fri., Dec 11th 2026

It’s your daughter's responsibility to find a placement. We can support 

you, but we can’t do it for them.

You must agree your placement with the employer using the 

Placements tool on Unifrog.



Support
Drop In 309
Tuesday and Friday 
Mornings
Friday Lunch



Help me!

Question?

Unifrog has a guide for it

Click the link below or scan the QR to 

access the placement guides. They 

cover how to find a placement, how 

to make it go well, and loads more!

www.unifrog.org/placement/guides 

Any further questions or 
concerns please email Ms Lines 
at careers@hillview.kent.sch.uk

http://www.unifrog.org/placement/guides
mailto:careers@hillview.kent.sch.uk


Support for Parents



Parents & guardians, get signed up!

Scan this QR code or go to 

www.unifrog.org/student and click ‘Sign in 

for the first time’

You’ll be asked for some details and a Sign 

up Code. This is what you need:

After signing up, log into Unifrog using 

your email address and password via the 

student sign-in page!

HLVGparents

http://www.unifrog.org/student


Hillview 6th 
form

Another 6th 
form 

College

Apprenticeship

The View

Understand the 

requirements for each 

of  these pathways





Your Child's Future - a questionnaire for parents and 
carers

Your Child's Future (YCF) has been designed to help education settings understand 
parents’ and carers’ knowledge, confidence and awareness of careers. YCF enables 
education settings to strengthen parental engagement and use this insight to develop 
more informed, responsive and effective careers programmes that better support 
young people.

YCF covers various topics, including how parents and carers feel talking to their child 
about careers, how much they know about the different options available for their 
child after school or college, and how much they understand about the careers 
programme at their child's school, specialist setting or college.

https://www.cecparentcarer.co.uk/8f250643-647a-4bbd-aaf0-2c3b2d029dda



HOK4 Final 
messages

Year 10 . New year. New start. New 
opportunities. 

Whatever last year looked like for your child— 
whether it was a great year, a difficult year, or 
somewhere in between — today is an 
opportunity to draw a line under it and have a 
fresh start. 

It’s the beginning of the GCSE journey. 

Foundations they build now will make a real 
difference.

Attendance will make a real difference.
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