GCSE REVISION METHODS GUIDE

How to Use Effectwe GCSE Rewsmn Methods ~

Y
This guide explams how to use a range » of effective revision methods '
to help you revise smarter, not harder.
1. CUE CARDS 2. MIND MAPS / SPIDER DIAGRAMS = 3. DIAGRAMS, TABLES & TIMELINES
What are they? What are they? Diagrams Best for
Small cards containing key facts, A visual way of organising information Draw a procemtion, side | = Use flow (questiois
deﬁn:nl:ms, formulas, dates, or around one central topic. Exaimples Heort s & = Definitions.
TGRLY, How to do it in Biclogy. Example:
How “’ do it . 1. Write the topic in the centre,
1. Write the topic title at the top. 2. Draw branches for main ideas. Character | Traits Quotes
2. Put a key word or question on 3. Add facts, examples and keywords.
one side. 4, Use colours and symbals., . o | “Vaulting
. achath | Ambitiows Lol
3. Write the answer on the back. 5. Keep information concise, ambition” |
4. Keep answers short and concise. [— L
Example
5. Test yourself regularly. mpl by ot -u.m.m,
Example G:_haﬁ:ters
Front Back “Thou hast
Bangua LLayal R
| -*—
Photosynthesis 6CO, + 6H,0 —
CyHy;04 + 60, ¢ Bastlox
L] 1914 War starts
P ) - «
+ Geography 1916 Battle of
Best for the Somme

+ Science processes
* ‘Sience puntioes + English characters 1918 War ends
+ Languages vocabulary
* History dates TN Beie = o

+ Maths formulas

4. RECORDING NOTES 5. VISUAL ORGANISERS
What is it? What are they?
Listening to revis.ian . Wisual ways to -.::nnn{ct ideas L Poor diet | Best for
rather than reading it. and show relationships. " ] B .
Subjects with processes

How to do it How to de it and linked ideas.
1. Reduce your notes first, 1. Choose a process, topic [ Obesity |
2. Record yourself reading therm. or storyline. l
3. Listen while travelling or 2. Use flow 'fha"‘-‘- concept

exercising. maps or diagrams. [ Heart Disease |

3. Connect ideas with arrows.

4. Pause and repeat ints.
S ST S e Ry P 4, Explain each link.

18. ORGANISING YOUR PAGE 19. CORNELL NOTE TAKING 20. SUB-VOCALISATION
Hew to do it Sat up your page Step 1 How to do it
Before writing: Write condensed notes, Speak quietly while writing
+ Draw planning boxes. | Con Stop 2 or revising,
* Lse flow charts, —_— Calumn Haotes Add keywords and questions. Example
* Separate ideas visually, || | [Guestions) | [Miain notes) 5#-3 Write: “Mitosis produces
‘Wirite a surmmary. identical eells.”
This helps structure ) J})
lenger answers, Step 4 At the same time,
Summary Cover the notes and test say it aloud.
— yourself using the cue column,

6. WATCHING VIDEOS 7. LITERACY DOUGHNUT 8. ROLE PLAY
How to do it properly Hew to de it How to do it
Don't just watch videos. Crraw three circles. Act out a process, conversation
1. Watch a short revision video, Inner Circle L]
2. Pause regularly. Most important | Examples
3. Take notes from memory. nformation: * Re-enact a historical event,
4. Answer questions afterwards. Middle Circle = Act out a court case in Histery,
Useful » Explain a Geography issue to
supporting a family member.
Best for infarmation.
* Science Outer Circle
= Maths Extra detail.
* Geography
= Computer -
Sciem 'd'l"h]" |t wm
R T, It helps prioritise revision rather
(BB N\ han trying to remember Why it works
everything at once, You remember experiences
better than notes,
10. SELF-QUIZZING 11. FLASH CARDS 12. TEACH SOMEBODY
One of the mast How to do it How to do it
sPocte mathads, Front: Keyword 1. Select a topic.
How to do it Back: Explanation 2, Set a timer for 3 minutes,
1. Choose a topic. ;
r S 3. Teach a friend, parent or
2. Create 10 questions. :It“ Mt;::llr. ) . even a teddy bear.
3. Angeer from memory. wparate ery-Rg 4, Answer questions.
4, Check answers. keywords and match them. - i
5. Repeat weak areas. el s inig
. i Best for knowledge.
Example + Quotes
1. What is osmosis? * Vocabulary
2. Define mitasis, + Equations
3. What is diffusion? * Definitions Why it works
' ' IF you can teach it,
Golden Rule you understand it.
Do neot lock at notes while
answering, Explanation
14. PAST PAPERS 15. ESSAY WRITING PRACTICE 16. DECODING EXAM QUESTIONS
Step 1: Complete the Paper How to do it How to do it
= Sitin silence. 1. Find an exam question. Use two colaurs:
: Use axam conditions. 2. Highlight command words. e CHis 1! (Bevind Tt
irrwe yourself, 3. Plan your answer. - :
Step 2: Mark It 4, Write: * Colour 2: Subject-specific
= Use the mark scheme. * Introducticn wiords
Step 3: Learn From Mistakes : ;:i::fiph‘ Example
B & " 1 §
b i 5. Review using a mark scheame, .
e i and | Exsanini{ Hncsorts Explain how volcanoes

Common Command Words

tudent ke
d i Drescribe Explain Analyse

« Find comman mistakes affect people. \/
: . ) :

f“ Compare Evaluate  Discuss Explain = command word
= Volcanoes affect people = content

21. DYSLEXIA-FRIENDLY METHODS

Visual Aural Colour Coding
= Colour coding * Record notes = Explain concepls if/f
= Large pasters = Listen to alaud .
= Highlighting revision = Discuss ideas Give sach

« Post-It notes with athers SubcES

9. POST-IT PARTY

How to do it

1. Write key facts on sticky notes.
2. Place them around your house.
3. Match facts to locations,

Example
Energy Plant

equations reproduction
(on kettle) [en houseplants)

Bady Key dates
L (on fridge)

{on mirror)

Why it works

Creates visual memory links
around your environment.

13. MAKING CONNECTIONS

How to do it

Link new information to something
you already kmow,

b

P — e

Energy

Create a story or pathway
around the topic.

17. SENTENCE STARTERS
Create a bank of phrases,

Examples:

+ This suggests that...
+ The writer presents...
+ A key reason is...

+ This leads to...

+ One effect is...

Best for e

English, History, Geography.
RE and other essay subjects.

22. ORGANISATION TECHNIQUES

Use a Planner

Set Reminders Minimise Distractions

Turn off
notifications,

Put your phone
DRy,

Waork in short
focused sessions,



