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Core Subjects 
 

English Language Revision 
 

LANGUAGE PAPER 1  
Question  What to include or do  Marks  

1  Short answer – one example/quotation. Do not explain. Read question 
carefully. Use correct lines.  

1  

2  Short answer – two examples/quotations. Do not explain. Read 
question carefully. Use correct lines.  

2  

3  Analyse language AND structure (must have both). Quotations  
Terminology  
How the text interests/engages reader.  

6  

4  Evaluate. Divide text up first and write about whole thing. Evaluative 
language. How does the text change/develop? Focus on question.  

15  

Imaginative   
  

Writing  

‘Show off’ vocabulary, punctuation, devices, different sentence 
structures.   
MUST use paragraphs. More description, less about the events. 
Minimal/no dialogue. Consider repeating a specific idea/phrase from 
beginning at end.  

40  
  

(24/16)  

  
LANGUAGE PAPER 2  

Question  What to include or do  Marks  
1  Short answer – two examples/quotations. Do not explain. Read question 

carefully. Use correct lines.  
2  

2  Short answer – two examples/quotations. Do not explain. Read question 
carefully. Use correct lines.  

2  

3  Analyse language AND structure (must have both). Quotations  
Terminology  
How it interests/engages reader.   
WHOLE text – work through it in sections.  

15  

4  Short answer – one example/quotation. Do not explain. Read question 
carefully. Use correct lines.  

1  

5  Short answer – one example/quotation. Do not explain. Read question 
carefully. Use correct lines.  

1  

6  Evaluate. Divide text up first and write about whole thing. Evaluative 
language. How does the text change/develop? What does the writer 
choose to focus on at each stage and why? Focus on question.  

15  

7a  Similarities only. Find three similarities. For each one, make a statement 
about how the texts are similar,  then give a quotation from each text.  No 
explanation/analysis needed. Focus on question. Will be about 
content/information.  

6  

7b  Comparing similarities and differences. Will have a different focus to 7a – 
this one is about writers’ ideas and perspectives (what they think/feel 
about something; how they see it). Explain in detail and use quotations 
from both texts. Relate to audience/purpose of each text.  

14  
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Transactional 
Writing  

All about genre, audience and purpose. Make language and content 
suitable to task. Show off’ vocabulary, punctuation, devices, 
different sentence structures.   
MUST use paragraphs.   
Use ideas/devices inspired by the texts from Section A to help.  

40  
(24 / 
16)  

  
 

English Literature Revision 
 

PAPER 1 
Section A ‘Macbeth’ (40 marks)  
 
a) Explore how Shakespeare presents … in this extract. (20 marks, 25 mins)  

• Focus on the question asked. Marked only for A02 (close analysis of the extract, 
using terminology and supported by quotations).   Try to structure your answer around 
the ideas rather than the techniques.    

b) Explore … elsewhere in the play.  (20 marks, 25 mins)  
• Focus on the question asked. Aim for 3-4 examples. State which Act/Scene if you 
can. Most marks for A01 – understanding and synthesis of the whole text and its 
themes. Remember the question is about importance – why is each example significant 
in the whole play? What does it cause/lead to? Does it reveal or emphasise something? 
Think about links to the Shakespeare’s key ideas and themes.   
• 5 marks for A03 context – this must be included (King James, beliefs at the time, 
social norms).  

 

Section B ‘An Inspector Calls’ (40 marks, 50 mins)  
 

Choice between two questions – answer one.  
 

• A quotation from a character, leading to a related question. E.g. In what ways / 
how / explore the significance of …  
• 16 marks each for A01 (understanding and synthesis of whole text and its 
themes) and A03 (context – Priestley’s beliefs, society in 1912 and 1945, 1945 
audience response).  
• 8 marks for SPaG. Use paragraphs, think about your vocabulary, and check your 
spelling – especially the author’s and characters’ names!  
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PAPER 2 
 

Section A  - ‘A Christmas Carol’ (40 marks) 
 

a) Explore how Dickens presents … in this extract .  (20 marks, 25 mins)  
• Focus on the question asked. Marked only for A02 (close analysis of the extract, 
using terminology and supported by quotations).   Try to structure your answer 
around the ideas rather than the techniques.    
 

b) Explain ….  elsewhere in the novel.  (20 marks, 25 mins)  
• Marked only for A01 - understanding and synthesis of the whole text and its 
themes. Aim for 3-4 examples. Use quotations or paraphrasing to support your 
ideas where you can. Also state which chapter the examples are from if you can.   
• Explain why the examples are interesting or important.  Do they lead to, contrast 
with, reveal or prepare us for something?  How do they fit with Dickens' key ideas 
and themes in the novel?  This may briefly connect to context, but there are no 
separate marks for context.  

 

Section B – Poetry (1 hour, 20 mins in total)  
 
Part 1 – Anthology poetry (20 marks, 35 mins)  
 
Re-read … Choose one other poem from the Relationships anthology. Compare how … is 
presented in the two poems.  

• The named poem will be printed in the exam paper. Marked mostly for A02 
(close analysis of language, form and structure and understanding of the effect of 
these techniques). 5 marks for A03 (context – anything you know about the poet or 
the background of the poem).  
• Focus on the question – shape your answer around this rather than the 
techniques themselves. Support with quotations. Use terminology.  
• Reference to the ‘second’ poem does not have to be equal to the first, but there 
does have to be enough for a comparison. Remember, comparison = similarities 
and differences.  

  
Part 2 – Unseen Poetry (20 marks, 45 minutes)  
 
Read the poems. Compare the ways the writers present … in … and …  

• Spend about 10 mins reading the poems and planning for the question.  
• The poems will be printed on the question paper.  
• 8 marks for A01 (understanding and selection of evidence) and 12 for A02 
(analysis of language, form and structure and comments on their effects). 
Remember that compare = similarities and differences. Aim for approximate 
balance between the two poems. Support with precise, focused quotations. Use 
terminology.  
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Mathematics Revision 
 

Step 1: READ THE QUESTION CAREFULLY  

RUCSAC method:  

Read the question twice through & again once you have answered it.  

Underline or highlight command words and key information in the question.  

Choose the maths to answer the question. Identify the topic from the key words or 
diagrams.  

Solve the maths. Choose a method and try to answer all questions.  

Answer the question. Do you need to provide a numerical answer or a sentence?  

Check your answer. Is it reasonable? Can you substitute it back into the question to 
double check your answer?  

 

Step 2: COMMAND WORDS 
 

Write down  The answer should be easily obtainable from the information given in the 
question, with no need to do/show any calculations  

Work out  Perform one or more of a set of steps to arrive at an answer  
Calculate  This means exactly the same as ‘work out’ and does not mean a calculator 

is necessarily required.  
Evaluate  Work out and give a the answers as a numerical values, such as when 

calculating the value of indices  
Estimate  Rounding the values given to 1 significant number, then completing the 

calculations. Do not work out the exact answer,  
Show  Demonstrate mathematically how the answer given can be proven – 

complete the maths to get the answer.  
Provide a reason  Provide and explain the rules used to reach your answers, such as in 

parallel lines or angles of polygons.  
Expand  Remove brackets  
Factorise  Add in brackets by taking out common factors  
Simplify  Collect like terms or reduce to the smallest values  
Change  Convert from one unit to another, using either metric conversions or the 

use of a conversion graph  
Describe  Provide a geometric rule to justify each stage of working.  
Solve algebraically  Find the solution of an equation where algebraic manipulation is shown  
Prove  Show how a given answer can be found mathematically  
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Step 3: ORGANISATION OF WORKING OUT  
 

Organise you working out – work down the page, not across it.  Start a new line for each part of 
workings out. Always show all of your working for the follow through marks.  

 

Step 4: DIAGRAMS  
 

If diagrams have been provided, check that all information given in the question is written on the 
diagram.  

Are there any missing measurements?  

Are there any rules you know about the diagram that can help you answer the question?  

Is it drawn to scale or not? If so, can you measure it to help you answer the question?  

Can you draw your own diagram to help you answer the question?  

 

Step 5: ROUNDING NUMBERS IN CALCULATIONS 
 

Don’t round numbers during your calculations. Use all values and decimal values given or 
calculated.  If you round too early this could produce an incorrect answer.  

 

Step 6: INCORRECT WORKINGS 
 

Only cross out work if you know that it is wrong, and you are replacing it with something else.  If 
you cross it out and do some more work which turns out to be correct, they will ignore the 
crossed-out work. If you are crossing it out, cross it out with a neat line so that it can still be 
read, do not scribble over it.  

 

Step 7: CHECKING YOUR ANSWERS 
 

Check that you have answered the question – is it a number answer, have you provided the 
correct units, is a sentence or reason required?  

Check that your answer is reasonable.  Exam questions are not trying to trick you, does your 
answer fit the question? For example, if you are calculating the height of a person, 45m would 
not be a reasonable answer.  
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Step 8: MARKS 

Check how many marks each part of the question is worth.  

Generally 1 mark = 1 minute.   

The number of marks is given in brackets [ ] at the end of each question or part question. This 
gives some indication of how many steps will be required to answer the question and therefore 
of what proportion of your time, you should spend on each part of the question. The higher the 
marks the more working out is needed.  

Step 9: MAKE A START 
 

Attempt every question. Even if you cannot get to the final answer in a challenging question, 
have a go at starting the question as you may be awarded one or two marks for workings out. 

 

Step 10: FORMULAS 
 

Make sure to refer to formulas given in the question. They have been given for a reason, use 
them to help answer the question.  

Step 11: ANSWER SPACE 
 

Only write or draw in the space provided and write your final answer on the given answer line.  If 
the examiner cannot read it, or is not clear where the answer is, you will not get the marks.  

 

Step 12: FINAL SPACE 
 

Make sure to only provide one answer (except in the cases where multiple may be required for 
example in quadratics). Even if one your answers is correct, if multiple incorrect answers are given, 
the marks cannot be awarded.  

Step 13: CALCULATOR EXAMS (PAPER 2 & 3) 
 

Use your calculator for ALL calculations. Do not try and do calculations in your head or work them 
out on the exam. You will not get extra marks for doing the calculations without a calculator.    

Write down any and all calculations that you type into your calculator.  

Know how to use your calculator before the exam, use the one you always use.  

Check that the calculator is in the right mode before you enter the exam.   
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Step 14: EQUIPMENT 
 

If your equipment breaks or you do not have the required equipment, put a hand up to request 
equipment. You will require a black pen, protractor, compass, and ruler for each exam. You can use a 
pencil for rough workings for graphs and diagrams, however final answers must be done in black 
pen.  

You can ask for tracing paper which is useful for transformation question.  
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Science Revision 
 

T.I.C.K.S. 
 

To answer exam questions, we are going to follow T.I.C.K.S.  

 
1. Topic. This may be a broad area such as Photosynthesis in Biology or Covalent 

bonding in Chemistry.  
2. Information. Each question will give you some information about a situation. 
Make sure you are reading this carefully.  
3. Command. Which command word is being used in the question?  
4. Knowledge. Probably the hardest area because this is where we are relying on 
our recall of knowledge. The more revision we have done, the easier this section 
becomes. This is where recall of topic keywords is essential.  
5. Satisfied. Make sure you have written enough information to address the marks 
awarded for the question. This will usually mean a sentence, including a topic 
keyword, for each mark. Each sentence can be bullet pointed.  
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Command Words  
 

Words and phrases used in exams and other assessment tasks that tell students how they 
should answer the question. These words and phrases are known as COMMAND WORDS and 
we need to know what each word is instructing us to do…  
  
Add/Label  Show information or name something on a graph, diagram or table.  

Describe  Give an account of something, or link facts, information, events of 
processes in a logical order.  

Explain  Say how something happens, ‘because’ will be an important part of 
you answer.  

State  Recall one or more pieces of information.  
Complete  Add values to a table or diagram.  
Devise  Plan a method or experiment using your knowledge.  
Predict  Say what you think will happen based on what you know.  

Evaluate  
Look at the information in the question and bring it together to make 
a decision and come to a conclusion with evidence from the 
question.  

Show that  Prove the statement in the question is right.  

Compare & Contrast  Give similarities and differences between several things, not just 
one.  

Justify  Give evidence to support and answer.  

Calculate  Work out your answer using the numbers in the question- include 
units.  
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Tackling Exams Questions 
 

It is essential that you are answering the question in the exact way in which it has been 
written.  Most mistakes are made when rushing and only scanning the question.  
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What To Do If Things Are Going Wrong 
 

Exams are often a stressful experience, especially if you hit a question, you find difficult. There 
is a few things you can do to try and get yourself back on track:   

 

1. Make a mark next to that question to indicate 
that you need to come back to it later and move 
on to the next question. The difficulty throughout a 
question does increase as you go through, but it 
does drop down again when it starts the next 
question. It will also be on a different subject area 
which you might be more confident with.   
  
 

2. Think about what knowledge could apply to the question. 40 per cent of the exam marks 
will be available from application-based questions – most of which will ask for knowledge to be 
applied in unfamiliar situations. This means that questions might sometimes seem to cover 
unfamiliar topics but it really is the same idea as the stuff you have directly learnt.   
  
3. Close your paper for 30 seconds and close your eyes. It might feel like a waste of time but 
it will be more productive in the long run than carrying on worrying and overthinking.   
  
4. Start the question again. There may be something you missed the first time that you will 
notice the second time around.   
  
5. Remember if it’s a hard question, you probably aren’t alone in finding it difficult! Grade 
boundaries will reflect how hard an exam is. Don’t let it knock your confidence and keep 
pushing on.   
  
6. If you felt it didn’t go well overall, let your emotions out afterwards and then focus on 
what needs doing next. Unfortunately exams don’t always go to plan, but one bad exam 
doesn’t reflect on you as a student. Learn from the mistakes for the next one and concentration 
on looking forward. Its hard work but it will be all worth it in the end!   
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How to Effectively Check 
 

θ Check if you have answered every question –remember leaving it blank is guaranteed no 
marks, a guess might be worth something  
θ Check that you have done enough for the number of marks awarded in each question  
θ Check that any units needed are given  
θ Check for banned words (‘it’, ‘that’, ‘those’, ‘them’, or any non-specific wording)  
θ Check if there are any keywords that could be added to your answers   

θ Retry the calculation questions –see if you get the same answer the 
second time  
θ Check that you have answered the question properly! “tick two 
boxes” means that two boxes should be ticked   
θ Check that any physics equations have an = sign  
θ Check that any chemical equations have an →and all element 
symbols have a capital letter first then a lower case letter and any 
numbers afterwards are subscripted (small and at the bottom)   
θ Check that all working out is shown   
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Options Subjects 
 

Art and Design Courses i.e. Fine Art, Graphics and Textiles 
 

Visual Arts GCSE Techniques & Tips  
 

Exam Board: AQA  
 
Assessment objectives:  
Assessment objectives (AOs) are set by Ofqual and are the same across all GCSE Art and 
Design specifications and all exam boards. Component 1: Portfolio and Component 2: 
Externally set assignment will measure how students have achieved the following assessment 
objectives.  

• AO1: Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical 
understanding of sources.  
• AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting, and experimenting with 
appropriate media, materials, techniques, and processes.  
• AO3: Record ideas, observations, and insights relevant to intentions as work 
progresses.  
• AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions 
and demonstrates understanding of visual language.  
 

Component 1: Portfolio:  
• Completed during lesson and homework time.  
• 96 marks available  
• 60% of GCSE  
 

Component 2: Externally set assignment:  
• Preparatory period during lessons and homework time followed by 10 hours of 
supervised time.  
• 96 marks available  
• 40% of GCSE  
 

Preparatory Work:  
 

• Preparatory studies should include observational drawings, photographs, artist 
research, experiments, and ideas for how you plan to develop your initial work into 
your final piece.  
• Use excellent quality resources - this will make a real difference to the standard 
of your work.  
• Work in a methodical way through your project.  
• Use a variety of materials when drawing from observation - pencil, pen, chalk, 
oil pastel, watercolours, and digital pads for example.  
• Be imaginative with the layout and presentation of your work.  
• Annotate your work to describe why you have done things and how you could 
develop them further.  
• Make sure your work shows influences from artists / designers.  
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• Make sure you note where an image has come from if you have found a relevant 
photograph on the internet or in a magazine.  
• Experiment and take risks.  
• Spend time considering your final piece. Try a wide variety of design ideas and 
experimentation to refine and improve your ideas.  
• Do not throw anything away. All the work you do - even unfinished pieces - could 
be important to demonstrate an understanding of the assessment objectives.  
• Make sure you have covered the assessment objectives within your preparatory 
work, which should smoothly lead to your final response.  
 

Personal Response:  
 
All your preparatory work leads up to your personal response or final piece. To make a 
successful final piece, you must:  

• Clearly link your final piece with your preparatory work.  
• Make sure your final piece links to your chosen contextual references - artist / 
designer research.  
• Finish all your preparatory work before you start your final piece - it is worth lots 
of marks.  
• Make sure your personal response is not simply a larger version of your 
preparatory work.  
• Review and refine your ideas so that you are completely happy with them.  
• Complete your experiments with materials, composition, and construction so 
that you feel in control of what you are doing before you start your final piece.  
 

Top Tips to Succeed:  
 

• Complete all tasks on time – use the schedules provided by your teachers.  
• Little and often – complete work outside of lesson times regularly to ensure that 
you keep on top of things.  
• Make use of the materials, resources, and facilities at school.  
• Use the lunchtime and afterschool sessions – this will allow you to access the 
equipment you need as well as ask your teacher for feedback or support.   
• Do not strive for perfectionism – allow yourself to be creative using techniques 
and materials you may not have used before.  
• Make mistakes – this helps to show a journey and experimentation.  
• Remain organised – keep your work safe whether that is in a sketchbook, saved 
on the computer or in a carry case portfolio.  
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Ancient History   
 

GCSE Ancient History Exam Techniques  
 

X2 Papers – Persia and Alexander – Rome and Cleopatra 
 

Outline Questions 
AO1: Minimum of 3 examples. show you understand how they relate to the question. Write as a 
prose account and not a bullet point list. Source Based Questions  

  
Large Source Questions  

 
Persia/Rome 
 

 10 marker A03/A03: Minimum of 3 examples. Do 
not repeat the story in the sources. Explain what 
you infer from the source about the individuals or 
events in the passage. (It will always be ‘What can 
we learn’) Then use extra knowledge to show 
more  

 
Persia/Rome  
 

15 Mark source Question A03/A02/A01: Same as 
the 10 marker, explain what we can infer that is 
relevant to the Question. (DO NOT REPEAT THE 10 
MARKER) ensure you show knowledge of other 
characters or events that are similar or different to 
show a comparison to the topic in the source.  
 

 
Small Source Questions  

  
Alex/Cleo  
 
5 Mark source Questions A03: 5 mins per question.   
What can we learn: Infer 3 different things that you have inferred from the source. Explain them 
by developing how you came to your conclusion.  
How accurate is the account: You must show knowledge of the author of the source. 
Contextual knowledge of HOW and author Writes their work and WHY they chose to depict the 
events and individuals is essential. You MUST also show where it is happening in the source. 
USE CONTEXT AND SOURCE.  
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Small Essays  
Alex/Cleo:  
 
10 marker essay is a small essay that you only need 10 minutes on. Focus on addressing the 
question and using your own knowledge to support the argument or argue against.  
10 markers will always focus on…    
 
SIGNIFICANCE (IMPACT OF EVENT OR PERSON)   
CAUSATION (WHY EVENT WAS POSSIBLE OR WHY AN INDIVIDUAL ACTED IN A CERTAIN WAY)  
CHANGE AND CONTINUITY (WHAT CAME BEFORE AND HOW THIS CHANGED OR STAYED THE 
SAME 
 

 Large Essays  
Persia/Rome:   
 
30 second Thesis, Answer the question straight away with your gut instinct. This now becomes 
your essay plan.  
 
You will only need A01 and A02. Read the question carefully and decide what Kings/events you 
MUST include and what Kings/Events you will choose to compare them to. Ensure that you DO 
NOT LIST everything you know. Have a clear argument as to HOW your kings/events compare. 
Then use your Contextual knowledge to support your argument. Show DETAILED knowledge of 
your chosen topics and explain how they prove your theory. Use key terms.  

 
Alex/Cleo:  
 
The requirements of the A01 and A02 are the same. HOWEVER, you are expected to use 
sources in this essay to support your answer. You are expected to show knowledge of the 
context FROM the sources AND evaluate the strengths and limitations of the historians you are 
using. Get to know the strengths and limitations of the historians and ensure you can highlight 
how they will affect our understanding of the question. 
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Business Studies   
 

GCSE Business Studies Exam Techniques – Sept 2024  
 

2 Mark Question 
Explain one advantage…..  
 
Explain a benefit of ……..  
 
Start with what you have to explain e.g. benefit/advantage  -  An advantage of …………….. (1 
mark)  
 
Add in context from the case study ‘That would mean Ford motors ………….. OR For 
example………… (1 mark)  
 

3 Mark Question 
Analyse one benefit of using cost-plus pricing   
 
1 for KNOWLEDGE (e.g. what is the benefit of cost-plus pricing)  
 
1 for APPLICATION (use evidence from the case study to support you. Use the phrase ‘such 
as…’)  
 
1 for ANALYSIS (what will it lead to or mean, think of the consequences of this)  
 
Start with what you have to analyse to show KN e.g. benefit -    
 
A benefit of using cost-plus pricing is that a business can ensure it always makes a profit on 
each item it sells, as it is adding an additional mark-up % on for profit. (KN) Such as XXXXX Ltd 
adding an extra 15% onto the cost of their jeans when they price their products. (APP) This 
means it will be less likely to make a loss because it has covered it costs. (AN)   
 

7 Mark Question 
Two types of question  

1. Either/or question - based on two pieces of theory  
Evaluate whether XXXX Ltd should use either cost-plus pricing or penetration pricing to sell 
their new range of products.   

• 2 marks for ANALYSIS (what will it lead to or mean)  
• 2 marks for APPLICATION (use evidence from the case study to support you)  
• 3 marks for EVALUATION (come down on one side and justify using AJIM)  
 

Paragraph 1  Paragraph 2  Paragraph 3 – final EVALUATION  

If XXX Ltd use cost-plus pricing they would 
have the advantage of ……….which would 
mean.   
  
1 mark AN  
1 mark APP  
  
  

If XXX Ltd use penetration pricing they 
would have the advantage of ……….which 
would mean.  
   
1 mark AN  
1 mark APP  
  

Use AJIM.  
Argument for - XXX Ltd should use 
penetration pricing……… (this will give you 
one mark)  
Justification – because…………try and make 
this comparative  
It depends on – It may depend on………  
Most important point – The most important 
point is……..  
3 marks EV  
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2. Whether or not question - based on one piece of theory  

Evaluate whether or not Dyson Ltd should continue to use promotional pricing.  

• 2 for ANALYSIS (what will it lead to or mean)  
• 2 for APPLICATION (use evidence from the case study to support you)  
• 3 for EVALUATION (come down on one side and justify using AJIM)  
 

Paragraph 1  Paragraph 2  Paragraph 3 – final EVALUATION  

One reason why Dyson should continue to 
use promotional pricing because an 
advantage of this would be ……….  
  
1 mark AN  
1 mark APP  
  
  

One reason for Dyson not continuing with 
promotional pricing is that ………..  
  
  
1 mark AN  
1 mark APP  
  

Use AJIM.  
Argument (what side are you coming down 
on) - Dyson should continue to use 
promotional pricing……… (this will give you 
one mark)  
Justification – because…………try and 
make this comparative  
It depends on – It may depend on………  
Most important point – The most important 
point is……..  
  
3 marks EV  
  

  
9 Mark Question – Scaffolded Questions (1 x 6 marks + 1 x 3 marks)  

  
i.Redrow Homes could use interviews or group activities to help select new 

apprentices. Analyse how each of these methods could be used.   
  
This first element is worth 6 marks   
  

• 2 for KNOWLEDGE (how each method can be used)  
• 2 for APPLICATION (use evidence from the case study to support you)  
• 2 for ANALYSIS (what would this lead to)  

PARAGRAPH 1- interviews  
If Redrow Homes use interviews they could be used ……….  
  
PARAGRAPH 2- group activities  
If Redrow Homes use group activities they could be used ……….  
  

ii.Evaluate whether Redrow homes should use group activities or interviews to select 
new apprentices.   

The final element is worth 3 marks   
  
PARAGRAPH   
Use AJIM.  
Argument for – come down on one side for example ‘Redrow Homes should use 
interviews……‘(this will give you one mark)  
Justification – because…………try and make this comparative by comparing interviews with 
group activities. You need to make two points.  
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9 Mark Question – Data Based Question  
 

Evaluate with reference to the data in Text 3 whether XXXX Ltd should use cost-plus pricing or 
penetration pricing to sell their new range of products.   

• 2 marks for KNOWLEDGE and UNDERSTANDING  
• 2 for ANALYSIS (what will it lead to or mean)  
• 2 for numerical APPLICATION (use data/figures from the case study to support 
you, but you must use some sort of calculation)  
• 3 for EVALUATION (come down on one side and justify using AJIM)  

  
Paragraph 1  Paragraph 2  Paragraph 3 – final EVALUATION  

Cost-plus pricing is when a business adds 
a % onto the cost of their product to get the 
price. If XXX Ltd use cost-plus pricing they 
would have the advantage of ……….  
   
1 mark for KN/U  
1 mark AN  
1 mark APP  
  
  

Penetration pricing is when a business 
lowers the price of it’s product to make 
it more attractive when entering a 
market. If XXX Ltd use penetration 
pricing they would have the advantage 
of ……….  
  
1 mark for KN/U  
1 mark AN  
1 mark APP  
  

Use AJIM.  
Argument (what side are you coming down on) 
- Dyson should continue to use promotional 
pricing……… (this will give you one mark)  
Justification – because…………try and make 
this comparative  
It depends on – It may depend on………  
Most important point – The most important 
point is……..  
  
3 marks EV  
  

  
What to do if the question does not provide data? Then use APP from the case study.   
 

TOP TIPS 

 

  

APPLICATION - APP  
Up to 30% of total marks are awarded for Application. That is a good reason for using it.   
TIP 1 – Never use the term ‘product’  
Never use the term ‘product’ what is it the business actually produces (this is application) for 
example:  

• Tesla have models of cars  
• ASOS sells seasonal ranges of clothes  

TIP 2 - SAS  
REMEMBER – ‘such as seasoning’ to contextualise your answer through APP.  
For example, Promotional pricing will help Dyson to compete against competitors such as 
Hoover.   
 

ANALYSIS - AN  
Remember that Analysis is about the consequences of what happens as a result of what the 
business is doing or using.  
 

For example, the consequences of using promotional pricing is an increase in sales.  
These are the main consequences to use:  
This would lead to…  
….an increase/decrease in sales revenue  
….an increase/decrease in profit  
….an increase/decrease in sales revenue  
….an increase/decrease customer service  
….an increase/decrease in costs  
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Childcare   
 
1hr 30min paper worth 80 marks  
 
A mixture of multiple choice, short answer and extended response questions. You will be using 
all your knowledge from Components 1- 9 to answer questions as well as examine a range of 
Case Studies and answer questions.  
 
Emphasis is on being able to relate knowledge to what happens when working with children and 
the role of the Early Years Practitioner  
 
 
Common Problems  
 

1. Leaving a question blank  
 

2. Not breaking down the questions to consider: the command word, How much 
information, What information is needed. (use the BUG technique to help plan out your 
answer and how much information to include.)  

 
3. Not providing enough detail when providing a real-world example or not being creative. 

(For example ‘To help his fine motor skills Jack could be given a puzzle.’ vs ‘To support 
Jack’s fine motor skills Jack could be given a wooden puzzle so he can easily grip 
the pieces and fit them together using his hand eye coordination, as he improves 
the pieces could be smaller and regular puzzle material so he would use a more 
precise pincer grip.’)  

 
4. Not using key terms in your answers (Jack’s feelings will be badly affected by his 

parent’s divorce and he might blame himself. Vs Jack’s emotional development will 
be impacted by his parents' divorce especially his self-esteem, as he may think the 
divorce is his fault and not like himself because of it.)  

 
5. Writing too much for low mark questions, keep it simple. If it asks you to give 1 example 

and explain you can even bullet point your answers, this can save time.  
 

Common Words 

 
Identify/State/Multiple Choice (1-2 mark questions) Often combined with an explain 
question to be worth more marks these styles of question require recall knowledge and show 
understanding.  Remembering key terms is important here.  
 
Explain (2 – 6 mark questions) With this style of question it is usually combined with recalling 
info. What is key however is applying their knowledge and understanding to real-world contexts. 
Their examples need to be using specific clear examples that show a direct connection to the 
situation given and the knowledge requested  
 
Analyse/Discuss: (6-9 mark questions) These questions usually will include recall of 
knowledge as well as linking to the real world. Taking their knowledge and examining it on a 
deeper level and explain the why behind a reasoned judgements and reach conclusions.  
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Childcare  
Kyle is 2½ years old; his language and communication skills are not developing   
as expected.  
 
Questions would then be applied to this such as:  
Give one reason why Kyle’s language and communication skills may not be   
developing as expected. (1 mark)  
  
Case Study  
Dawn is a student on work placement at a private nursery in the baby/toddler room aged 0–2 
years. Dawn’s role at work placements is to support children’s: · daily routines · play activities · 
health and safety · holistic development.   
Dawn is enjoying placement and college but is nervous about her lack of experience with this 
age.  
 
Questions would then be applied to this such as:  
Identify 2 ways Dawn can ensure the children’s safety in this area. (2 marks)  
Identify 2 area of development that the arts and crafts area would support and explain how it is 
supported. (4 marks)  
  
 

  



Year 11 Exam Revision Guide 

CLICK HERE TO RETURN TO CONTENTS (CONTROL CLICK)                                                                           24 

Computer Science 
 

GCSE Computer Science Exam Techniques 
 
Command Words: 
Command Words are guides in the question which identify how the question should be 
answered. 
They are carefully chosen to make it clear what the examiner is looking for and how they want 
the question answered. 
 
ALWAYS HIGHLIGHT THE COMMAND WORDS IN EACH QUESTION 

 
 
Key Tips: 

• Underline key words and command words 
• Make sure to relate your answer to the scenario 
• Keep all answers within the lines provided only. If you can’t use the space provided in 

the booklet. 
• Don’t scribble out answers you think you got wrong 
• Simply cross out the answer neatly so it is still readable 

o Bullet points are usually the best way of presenting your answerUse a new 
bullet for each new point you are making 

o Put each bullet point on a new line 
 
Question Specific Tips and Tricks: 
Using 

Try not to use words that are in the questions 
Example: “State the purpose of the arithmetic logic 
unit” 
BAD 
“It’s a unit for arithmetic and logic” 
 
GOOD 
“Performs addition, e.g. x = x + 1” 
“Evaluates conditions, e.g. If x > 6” 
“Performs binary shifts.” 

If a question has multiple sub parts marked like this i) ii) 
iii) then you are allowed follow-through. This means that 
part ii) will need information from part i) 
 
You might get the answer to part i) incorrect, as long as 
the method you used in part ii) is correct you will get the 
marks for using the incorrect answers from part i) in your 
answer. 
 
This is common 
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More Question Specific Tips and Tricks: 
 
Using the bullet point method: make headings 
 
Example: “Explain the purpose of the Control unit, RAM and the ALU [6]” 
 
Control Unit 
Controls the operations carried out 
By running the Fetch, decode, execute cycle 
Co-ordinates all other CPU components 
 
RAM 
Main memory, read and write, volatile 
Holds operating system currently in use 
Holds applications currently in use 
Holds data current in use by those applications 
 
ALU 
Located in the CPU 
Carries out arithmetic operations 
Carries out logical comparison 
 

Most questions are presented as part of a scenario. 
Make sure your answer and examples are related to that scenario.  
You won’t get marks for generic points not related to the scenario 

Your can’t simply write down everything you know on a topic in response to a question in hope 
of getting the marks. This is called a ‘shopping list’ 
 
Example: “List two input devices. [2]” 
Mouse 
Monitor 
Speaker 
Hard drive 
Keyboard 
Printer 
DVD 
USB pen 
Scanner 
Web cam 
 

Don’t be afraid to use a diagram instead of text to help explain a concept if you feel it is 
relevant and you can make all the points you need to gain the marks. 
Annotated diagrams can be an excellent way to show your understanding 

Don’t repeat the question in your answer. You are using up valuable time and space for words 
that will not gain marks. 
“State one characteristic of random access memory [1]” 
“One characteristic of random access memory is that it is volatile.” 

The question is only worth 2 marks. 
•At least 2 input devices have been 
listed 
•However, there are also output and 
storage devices listed 
•This shows a lack of understanding 



Year 11 Exam Revision Guide 

CLICK HERE TO RETURN TO CONTENTS (CONTROL CLICK)                                                                           26 

Include examples in your answer that are relevant to the question and scenario. They 
demonstrate your understanding. Examples are often worth an additional mark: 
 
“Describe a situation that can cause the processor to stop execution of a current task. [2]” 
 
“When an interrupt is received on the control bus from another device. E.g. when a file has 
finished being transferred to RAM.” 

 

Extended Mark Question: 
 
Most exam papers will have extended answer questions worth 8 or more marks. 
 
Don’t get thrown by these questions, they are designed to test higher understanding and to 
provide you with an opportunity to really demonstrate your knowledge. 
 
In at least one extended question in each paper the quality of your written communication 
(spelling, punctuation, grammar & technical terms) will be assessed, these questions are 
clearly marked in an asterisk (*). 
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Dance  
GCSE Dance Exam Techniques  
 

Written exam   
Section A (part 1) – Pretend choreography   

• Question 1  
o Look at the stimulus and come up with your own choreographic intent   
o 3 marks:  

 Intent   
 Stimulus   
 Dancers  

• Motif question – 3 marks   
o 3 x action  
o 2 x space  
o 1 x dynamic   
o for ONE dancer  

Section A (part 2) – Performance skills   
• Describe an exercise – 2 marks   

o One mark for exercise   
o The second mark must make reference to improvement (increasing the 
number of repetitions, the amount of time etc.)  

Section B – Your own choreography and performance (Breathe/Shift/Trio)  
• DWY – Describe, Why and Why   
• Choreography question  

o You MUST start your answer by giving your choreographic intent (my 
dance was based on…)  

• ‘One of the set phrases’ means BREATHE OR SHIFT (choose one)  
• ‘Duet or Trio performance’ – talk about the TRIO (other schools do duets)   
• Example (Explain how your structure communicated your intent):  

o My choreographic intent was a rivers journey to the ocean. I used a 
ternary structure. For example, my dance had 3 clear sections where S1 was 
the start of the river, S2 was the bend in river and S3 was the mouth of the 
river. I used this structure to support the idea of the rivers journey and to be 
able to have a climatic ending.  

Section C – Anthology   
• 6 mark – DE (Describe and Explain)  
• 12 mark comparison – ABC   

o Look at what you are being asked to compare and break in down into 5 
parts (5 paragraphs).  
o For example, costume – colour, fit, material, coverage etc.   
o Talk about how it is used in WORK A, then WORK B making sure you 
COMPARE (similarly, in contrast to etc.)  

• 12 mark single work – DILE  
o Describe (The colour of the costume is…)  
o Interpret (This suggests…)  
o Link (This links to the stimulus/intent of…)  
o Evaluate (This is effective because…)  
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Drama  
GCSE Drama Exam Techniques  
 

Section A  

This section is about the play DNA. You will have to 
answer 5 questions in this section on a given extract, 
which is given to you in the exam in an extract booklet. 
You are not allowed to take your script into the exam.   
 
Spend 5 minutes reading the extract and the questions, 
understanding what is being asked. Then you have one 
hour to complete:  
 
Question ai worth 4 marks (spend 5 minutes on this 
question).  
 
This is from the perspective of a performer. It was ask you 
about either a vocal or physical skill for a particular 
character that appears in the extract.   
Structure: Identify the performance skill and justify why you would do that.   
You get one mark for identifying and one mark for the justification. Do this twice and that is how 
you gain full marks.  
Here is an example of a full marks answer:  
As a performer I would use vocal skills when playing Leah. She is trying to get Phil’s attention, so 
I would increase my volume on the line, (insert quote) to ensure that he can hear my plan to ‘run 
away’. I would also on the line (insert quote) slow down the vocal pace, to show my frustration 
that he is not responding to what I am saying.     
 
Question aii worth 6 marks (spend 8 minutes on this question).   
 
This is also from a performers’ perspective. It will ask you to identify 3 performance skills for a 
particular character that appears in the extract. Remember performance skills mean both 
physical and vocal skills. I recommend that you use different skills that you used in ai.  
You get one mark for identifying the skill and another for justifying. Do this three times and you 
will gain full marks. Do NOT repeat the justification. Make sure you explain why you would do 
something for different reasons. For example, if the question states your character is scared, 
say why you are scared in three different ways, eg, the speed in which Phil came up with the 
plan; the fact that they have to pretend Adam has just disappeared; the fact no one is objecting 
to this plan; the serious situation that they are in; the fact they have to lie and that Adam’s 
parents will never know the truth.  
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Question bi worth 9 marks (spend 16 minutes on this question).   
 
This is from a director’s perspective. You will be asked about a production element. You will be 
given a choice of three, but you only talk about one. The choices may be:  

• Set  
• Costume  
• Lighting  
• Sound  
• Props/ stage furniture  
• Staging  

 
You are answering as a director, so you have to talk about your ideas and vision. What would 
the set look like and why? What would the costumes look like and what would colours 
symbolise? You have to be able to justify everything.  
 
Write 3 paragraphs. Each paragraph should be a different costume, part of set etc.  
Use the IDEA structure.   
 

• Identify the costume for a character, or part of the set, or a sound cue, 
depending on which production element you are writing about.  
• Describe what it would look like.  
• Explain: state why you have made these choices (link to context)  
• Audience impact – what it tells them about the character and the context of 
the play  
•  

Embed context into your answer. This should refer to the fact that Kelly wrote the play to be 
performed by young people to young people. This may be why you want them dressed in school 
uniform so the target audience can relate. The themes/ context include gang culture, peer 
pressure, what people will do in order to survive, representation of anti-social behaviour 
amongst young people. Wearing a hoodie could make the characters appear more ominous, 
mysterious and threatening. You should also refer to how your characters respond to the 
production element you are discussing. For costume, how do they use their costume, set, do 
they stand or sit on the log or spray paint over a CCTV camera, draw on Adam’s missing posters, 
for sound, do they hear the wind/ police siren and jump at a certain moment in the extract.   
 
Question bii worth 12 marks (spend 21 minutes on this question)  
 
This is written from the director’s perspective and will ask you to direct a particular character 
with a specific emotion/ objective. You have to discuss:  

• Voice  
• Physicality   
• Stage space and stage directions  
 

You must talk about all four elements, giving specific examples of how you would say certain 
lines from the extract.   
 
Use this structure for vocal and physical paragraph:  
As a director, I would tell the performer play CHARACTER NAME on the line INSERT QUOTE 
FROM EXTRACT to vocally IDENTIFY AND DESCRIBE SKILL 1, IDENTIFY AND DESCRIBE 
SKILL 2 and IDENTIFY AND DESCRIBE SKILL 3 to show....  
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Repeat for another quote.  
 
You have to discuss the whole play so at the end of the paragraph, write:  
This is similar/ contrasts the scene where DESCRIBE SCENE (EG BRIAN IS CRYING ABOUT 
GOING TO THE POLICE). Here I would direct CHARACTER NAME to... because....  
 
Do the same with physical skills: what would you do physically at a particular moment and why. 
Do this using two quotes, explaining in detail with clear justification.   
 
Discuss stage space, where you would be on stage and when and why you would move during 
the extract. Finally look for stage directions (these are written in italics, giving characters 
instructions of what to do). Discuss how you would perform these stage directions. If the stage 
direction is beat, what would you do during this beat?   
 
Remember you must talk about the whole play at some point during this answer. For 
example, you may say that Phil is normally silent during Leah’s monologues or talk about the 
character arc (this is the only scene John Tate is in as he locks himself in his room, finding God 
at the end of the play due to his guilt).   
 
Question C worth 14 marks (spend 25 minutes on this question)  
For this question, you have to answer from a designer’s perspective. You will be asked about a 
production element. You will be given a choice of three, but you only talk about one. The 
choices may be:  

• Set  
• Costume  
• Lighting  
• Sound  
• Props/ stage furniture  
• Staging  
 

For this question, you must describe what an element of your production element would look 
like (be that a character’s costume, part of the set, sound cue, etc), justify why you have made 
these choices and then state how you realised this design. In other words, how you would 
make it.   
 
For set, this would include how you made the log, whether you painted the trees on flats or tried 
to make trees, what CCTV cameras may be made out of, etc. For sound, this would include 
where your speakers are, what sound volume, cue line, etc. For lighting, the intensity of the 
lights, cue lines, the speed of a fade, positioning of the lights, etc. For costume, you need to talk 
about fabric that you would use, and how you would achieve effects such as dirt, Adam’s cut 
etc.  
 
Structure:   

• What it would look/ sound like  
• Why you made this decision  
• How you would realise/ make it  
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Section B   
 
This section is about the live theatre performance you saw.   
 
You will have to answer two questions. One will be about a performance skill and the other a 
production element. Read the question carefully, as it may want you to talk about one key 
moment or the play as a whole. If the question asks you about one key moment, and you talk 
about several key moments, the examiner will mark your best one and ignore the rest of your 
answer. A key moment can be a scene, or a moment within a scene.   
 
Use the IDEA structure for these questions. Write 2 paragraphs for 9a and 3 paragraphs for 
9b.  
 
9a worth 6 marks (spend 10 minutes answering this question)  
This question will ask you to either analyse or evaluate. It may ask you to focus on either a 
performance skill or design element. You may have to talk about movement, vocal skills, 
physical skills, characterisation, relationships, etc. Or you may have to talk about lighting, set, 
sound, costume, etc.   
 
9b worth 9 marks (spend 15 minutes answering this question)  
This question will ask you to either analyse or evaluate. It may also ask you to focus on either a 
performance skill or design element. You may have to talk about movement, vocal skills, 
physical skills, characterisation, relationships, etc. Or you may have to talk about lighting, set, 
sound, costume, etc.  
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Food Preparation and Nutrition  
AQA - GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition Exam Techniques 
Exam Terminologies or Command words  
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Year 11 Exam Revision Guide 

CLICK HERE TO RETURN TO CONTENTS (CONTROL CLICK)                                                                           35 

Geography  
GCSE Geography Exam Techniques 
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Health and Social Care  
Exam Techniques 
2-hour paper worth 60 marks  
 
A mixture of multiple choice, short answer and some extended response questions.  
 
You will be using all your knowledge from Components 1-3 to examine a range of Case 
Studies and answer questions on the health of an individual.  
 
Emphasis is on being able to relate knowledge to what happens in real world scenarios 
relating to the Case Study. 
 

Common Problems  
 

1. Leaving a question blank  
 

2. Not breaking down the questions to consider: the command word, How much 
information, What information is needed. (use the BUG technique to help plan out your 
answer and how much information to include.)  

 
3. Not providing enough detail when providing a real-world example or not being creative. 

(For example ‘To help his fine motor skills Jack could be given a puzzle.’ vs ‘To support 
Jack’s fine motor skills Jack could be given a wooden puzzle so he can easily grip 
the pieces and fit them together using his hand eye coordination, as he improves 
the pieces could be smaller and regular puzzle material so he would use a more 
precise pincer grip.’)  

 
4. Not using key terms in your answers (Jack’s feelings will be badly affected by his 

parent’s divorce and he might blame himself. Vs Jack’s emotional development will 
be impacted by his parents' divorce especially his self-esteem, as he may think the 
divorce is his fault and not like himself because of it.)  

 
5. Writing too much for low mark questions, keep it simple. If it asks you to give 1 example 

and explain you can even bullet point your answers, this can save time.  
 

Common Words 

 
Identify/State/Multiple Choice (1-2 mark questions) Often combined with an explain 
question to be worth more marks these styles of question require recall knowledge and show 
understanding.  Remembering key terms is important here.  
 
Explain (2 – 6 mark questions) With this style of question it is usually combined with recalling 
info. What is key however is applying their knowledge and understanding to real-world contexts. 
Their examples need to be using specific clear examples that show a direct connection to the 
situation given and the knowledge requested  
 
Analyse/Discuss: (6-9 mark questions) These questions usually will include recall of 
knowledge as well as linking to the real world. Taking their knowledge and examining it on a 
deeper level and explain the why behind a reasoned judgements and reach conclusions.  
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Health and Social Care Case Study  
Diego is obese and this causes back pain. He has become very dependent on prescription pain killers. 
Diego smokes 20 cigarettes a day. Diego has recently visited his doctor who has expressed concern 
about Diego’s health and wellbeing. Diego lives alone in a 10th-floor flat. He does not leave his flat 
but does have support from a close family.  
  
Questions would then be applied to this such as:  
 
Explain two ways informal support could improve the health and wellbeing of Diego. (4 
Marks)  
 
Explain two barriers that could prevent Diego from improving his health and wellbeing. (4 
Marks)  
 
Stating three actions that the doctor could suggest that will improve Diego’s health and 
wellbeing (3 marks)   
 
(ii) giving three ways these actions could improve Diego’s health and wellbeing. (3 marks)  
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History 
GCSE History Migration and Empire 
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GCSE History Elizabeth 
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GCSE History Germany  
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GCSE History Cold War 
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Media Studies 
Media Studies Exam Techniques 
 

Component 1, Section A 
 
- Section A assesses your ability to apply your knowledge and understanding of Media Language 
and Representation in relation to two forms you have studied in this section: 
 
- Print Adverts - Magazine Front Covers- Film Posters - Newspaper Front Pages 
- Question 1 will assess ML in relation to ONE of the set products you have studied 
- Question 2 will assess context and representation in relation to a different form  
from Question 1. 
 
Preparing for Q1: ML: Analysis of a Set Product 
 
- You will be able to look at a clean copy of the set product tor this question in the exam. 
- Make detailed notes from your lessons as you revise each product. 
- Focus on specific points that the question is asking you. 
- The question is worth 15 marks so spend approximately 15 minutes. 
 
SAMPLE QUESTION: Explore how the advertisement for Quality Street uses the 
following elements of Media Language to create meaning: 
 
(a) Images (5 marks) 
(b) Language (5 marks) 
(c) Layout and Design (5 marks) 
 
Preparing for Q2: Representation 
 
- Question 2a will assess your knowledge and understanding of CONTEXTS. It 
will be worth 5 marks, so you should spend approximately 5 minutes answering it. 
- Aim to show your knowledge/understanding by making key points in direct response to the 
question. 
- Give a brief example from the set product to support your points. 
- Question 2b will ask you to compare an unseen product with a set product. 
- It is worth 25 marks, so you should spend 25 minutes answering it. 
- This is an extended question so you will be asked to make judgements and conclusions. 
-You will be given c lean copies of both products in the exam. 
 
Component 1, Section B 
 
- This part of the exam focusses on your knowledge and understanding of industries 
and audience in relation to: 
- newspapers 
- radio 
- video games 
- film (industries only) 
- Question 3 will be a stepped question focused on one industry you have studied 
- Question 4 will be a stepped question based on for one of the forms you have studied 
- You should spend approximately 35 minutes on Section B 
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Question 1: Television 
- You will be shown the extract from Luther twice. 
- First viewing: watch the extract and make notes. 
- You will then have a further 6 minutes to make notes. 
- Second viewing: watch and make further notes before beginning Ql. 
 
- Sample questions: 
- 1a: View the extract from Luther. Explore the connotations of costume of two characters in 
the extract. (8 marks) 
- 1b: How far are the characters in the extract typical of the genre? (12 marks) 
- You must have a secure knowledge of genre conventions and Propp's character types. 
- Also be aware of the idea of conforming and subverting. 
 
Question 2: Television - Contexts 
- You will need to draw upon your knowledge of both the Sweeney and Luther in order 
to successfully respond to the question. 
 
Consider: 
- Media Language: how technology and genre has developed over time 
- Representations: how they reflect society in terms of gender, ethnicity and stereotypes 
- Themes: the issues and ideas explored in the products 
- Messages and values: attitudes in society that may or may not have changed over time 
- Sample question: How do crime dramas reflect the time in which they are made? 
Refer to examples you have studied to support your response (10 marks) 
 
Component 2, Section B: Music (Videos and Online) 
- Q3: will assess either Media Language or Representations in the set products you have 
studied. You will need to make judgements and conclusions and refer to relevant contexts. 
- Q4: will focus on your knowledge and understanding of media industries, audiences or 
contexts. 
- You are advised to spend approximately 40 minutes on Section B. 
 
Theories and Perspectives 
 
Media Language: Genre repetition and Hybrids (Neale), Propps’ Character types, narrative 

construction, binary oppositions 
 

Representation: Stereotypes, Objectification, Feminism, Laura Mulvey’s Male Gaze Theory 
 

Audience: Uses and Gratifications Theory (Blumer & Katz): Information, Social Interaction, 
Escapism, Personal Identity, passive/active audiences – different kinds of response 
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Modern Foreign Languages; Spanish and French 
MFL; Spanish and French Exam Techniques 
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Speaking (2/2) 

 Do not write on the card. 
 You will read your answers from the cards when prompted. 
 You will not have any notes for the general conversation questions. 
 You can ask the teacher to repeat the questions. 

Writing 

 60mns (Foundation); 1 hour 15mns (Higher) 
 Foundation: 

o Photocard: write 4 short sentences to describe the photo; no 
opinion, only present tense. 

o 40 words: 10 words per bullet point; answer each bullet point 
(4) in the correct order; add an opinion in one or two of the 
bullet points. 

o Translation: split your sentences into chunks; translate the 5 
sentences in French/Spanish. 

 Foundation & Higher: 
o 90 words: about 23 words per bullet point; answer each bullet 

point (4) in the correct order. 
o Include all 3 time frames, opinion phrases, opinions, 

justifications, connectives, quantifiers, one idiom, one “si” 
structure, negative structures, complex structures. 

o Always start your sentences with a time phrase, i.e., Normally, 
Last year, Next year. 

 Higher: 
o 150 words: about 75 words per bullet point; answer each bullet 

point (2) in the correct order. 
o Develop your ideas: use your imagination, you are telling a 

story/narrating an event. 
o Include all 3 time frames, opinion phrases, opinions, 

justifications, connectives, quantifiers, two idioms, one “si” 
structure, negative structures, complex structures, structures 
using the subjunctive. 

o Always start your sentences with a time phrase, i.e., Normally, 
Last year, Next year. 

o Translation: split your paragraph into logical and small chunks; 
translate in French/Spanish. 

 Answer the questions in the spaces provided. 
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Music 
Music Exam Techniques 
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Physical Education 
GCSE PE Exam  
 

9 Mark questions 
 
A01 = 3 marks   Knowledge and facts  
 
A02 = 3 marks  Applying your knowledge to physical activity and sport  
 
AO3 = 3 marks  Analyse and evaluate (the impact on the performer) 
 

Your answer should be organised into paragraphs and have a conclusion.  
 

How to structure a 9 Mark questions 
Paragraph 1  
 
Point (AO1) 
Example (AO2) 
Impact (AO3) 
 
Paragraph 2  
 
Point  (AO1) 
Example (AO2) 
Impact (AO3) 
 
Paragraph 3  
 
Point (AO1) 
Example (AO2) 
Impact (AO3) 
 

 
 
  

Conclusion – Link it back to the question! (AO3) 
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Religious Studies 
GCSE RS Exam Techniques 
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Travel and Tourism 
TT Exam Techniques 

• 2 hours Written examination   
• Total 60 marks  
• 40% of final grade  

Key Points  
• You must attempt every question. Do not leave ANY blanks.  
• READ the ENTIRE question properly and read it twice at least. Silly errors can be 
made due to reading too quickly.  
• You cannot write in bullet points for the 6 mark questions. You can’t even gain 3 
marks if you do this.  
• Don’t be vague – make a clear point and link it to the scenario.  

ANSWER EVERY SINGLE QUESTION!!!!!  
 

 
There are two 6-mark Discuss 

questions. (20% of the total marks on the 
paper.) 

Both questions will be related to the Section C 
case study context. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discuss means:  
 
Consider the different aspects in detail of an issue, situation, problem or argument and 
how they interrelate.   
There is a lot of reading – make sure you read the txt thoroughly and then USE the 
information / quotes / facts in your answer  
You might be given more than option to consider  
It might just be : should they or shouldn’t they?  
 

On the one hand …… on the other hand …….in conclusion …… 

EXAM KEYWORDS  
  

• Economic factor – related to money and finance  
• Fluctuations - changes  
• Recession – when inflation rises and GDP falls meaning people have less money to 

spend on holidays  
• Boom time – when people are more comfortably off as wages rise and cost of living goes 

down  
• Legislation – laws that are created to protect people and places  
• Multi-national – businesses that operate in many countries  
• Partnership – collaborating with other organisations  
• Environmental factors – related to habitats, pollution and ecosystems  
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• Sustainable – meeting the needs of people today yet protecting the environment for the 
future.   

• Sociocultural factors – to do with people, their lifestyles and beliefs  
• Emerging destination – places that people are just beginning to visit in slightly larger 

numbers  
 

Possible Discuss Questions  
 
Discuss the ways… e.g. the ways an initiative could be achieved   
 
Discuss whether… e.g. whether a T&T organisation should go ahead with a proposed initiative  
 
Discuss the suitability of …. e.g. suitability of a travel destination for a given customer / type of 
holiday  
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